
Resource Guide: Getting the Most Out of Your Tax Return

              Receive Free Assistance In Filing Your      Return

     Did you know that there      are a number of locations throughout Louisiana were low- and      moderate-income people can receive assistance in filing their taxes at      no cost? The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program, which is      funded in part by the IRS, offers free tax help to people making less      than approximately $42,000 a year.     

     In addition to receiving much-needed tax help, families will also      learn about important money-saving tax credits that they may be missing      out on.

     To find a VITA site near you, call 1-800-829-1040.     

     Please let your friends, families and co-workers know about this      important service. No one enjoys filing their taxes, but VITA sites help     make it a little easier.

Take Full      Advantage of Available Tax Credits

     The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) is a tax credit especially     for low-income working families. It helps workers keep more of the      money they earned, which helps families pay their rent and buy groceries     or new shoes for their kids.     

     In 2007, 496,082 families received the EITC in Louisiana,      but there are many more who are eligible, and don't know about the      program. Senator Landrieu hopes that this year, more Louisiana families      will learn about the EITC, visit a VITA site and file their taxes this      year. The amount of your EITC refund depends on things like income and      family size, but many families receive rebates of a couple thousand      dollars - make sure you don't miss out on your refund. If you didn't      claim the EITC in the past, you may also be able to file amended claims      and receive more of the money you've earned.     

Purchase US      Savings Bonds With Your Refund     Beginning     in 2010, you can buy US savings bonds directly on your tax return.      Bonds can be purchased in $50 increments, and are a great way of      ensuring a guaranteed return on your savings. Find the link on the right     to learn more about this program.     

Links :        

EITC Assistant

VITA Information

IRS Official EITC Central Site

State EITC Online Info Center
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http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=130102,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=107626,00.html
http://www.eitc.irs.gov/central/main/
http://www.stateeitc.com/
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IRS Savings Bond Information
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http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=217868,00.html

